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Hong Kong: Partner for Cambodian Companies in International Trade  

 
(Cambodia, 27 November 2013) Hong Kong and Cambodia have enjoyed robust 
bilateral trade relations on a range of products and services over the years. Adding 
to the city’s business advantages, Hong Kong’s year-round trade events bring 
together buyers and suppliers from both economies to develop their business. 
 
Benjamin Chau, Deputy Executive Director of the Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council (HKTDC), is visiting Cambodia to meet with the Government, trade 
organisations and stakeholders to strengthen ties between Hong Kong and 
Cambodia.  
 
The global market is eyeing the emerging markets in Asia, where there is growing 
spending power, a large population and vast trade opportunities. The Cambodian 
economy has seen rapid growth in the last decade and its GDP is expected to grow 
6.7 per cent in 2013, according to the International Monetary Fund. An ASEAN 
member since 1997, Cambodia is part of the ASEAN Free Trade Area. 
 
“Cambodia’s development and market expansion is significant to Hong Kong. We 
are grateful to see a closer trade relationship between the two economies in recent 
years,” Mr Chau said. In the first nine months of 2013, total bilateral trade value 
between Hong Kong and Cambodia amounted to US$762 million, up 19 per cent 
year-on-year.” Hong Kong’s total exports to Cambodia were valued at US$685 
million, a 16 per cent increase, with knitted or crocheted fabrics topping the export 
category.  
 
Reciprocally, Cambodia’s exports to Hong Kong were valued at US$76 million, 
representing a jump of 56 per cent. “To harness the potential between the two 
places, we will step up our promotional efforts to expand our bilateral trade volume,” 
Mr Chau said. 
 



 

 

2 

Portfolio of Strong Fairs 
The HKTDC organises 30 world-class international trade fairs in Hong Kong each 
year, three of which are the largest of their kind in the world: the Hong Kong Gifts & 
Premium Fair, the Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair, and the Hong Kong Electronics 
Fair (Autumn Edition). In addition, Hong Kong Fashion Week for Fall/Winter and the 
Hong Kong Houseware Fair are among the nine HKTDC fairs that are Asia’s largest 
event of their kind. 
 
ASEAN Traders Look to Hong Kong 
“Among the 30 international trade fairs we organised in 2013, close to 32,500 
international exhibitors from 82 countries and regions showcased their products and 
services to nearly 678,000 trade buyers from 189 countries and regions,” Mr Chau 
added. “It truly reveals the internationality of our trade fair platform. We are not 
surprised that our fairs are getting popular among ASEAN traders. In 2013, some 
810 ASEAN companies participated as exhibitors, and more than 31,000 trade 
buyers from ASEAN, an increase of six per cent, visited the fairs for sourcing and 
business networking.” 
 
Ever Expanding Trade Opportunities 
Given that the textile and garment industry is one of the most significant economic 
sectors in Cambodia, the Hong Kong Fashion Week for Fall/Winter (13-16 Jan) 
and the concurrent World Boutique, Hong Kong are optimal platforms for finding 
trade opportunity.  
 
Tapping Asia’s growing middle class with rising purchasing power, especially on the 
Chinese mainland, the world renowned HKTDC Hong Kong International 
Jewellery Show will transform into two shows at two venues from March 2014 to 
double business opportunities. The Hong Kong International Jewellery Show (5-9 
March)  will take place at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, mainly 
showcasing finished jewellery products, while the Hong Kong International 
Diamond, Gem & Pearl Show (3-7 March), specialising in loose stones and raw 
materials, will be held at the AsiaWorld-Expo. The new arrangement will attract a 
record 3,500 exhibitors to participate. In addition, the world’s largest Watch and 
Clock Fair (3-7 Sept) is another not-to-be-missed platform to capitalise on the rising 
demand for branded watches. 
  
For businesses in electronics sector, the two editions of Electronics Fair (13-16 
April and 13-16 Oct) feature the latest innovations in electronics and electrical 
products. Catering to growing consumer demand for a more stylish lifestyle, the 
Hong Kong Houseware Fair (20-23 April), which is Asia’s largest, offers the best 
platform for practical and attractive household items. 
 
Green production is becoming a major trend. Eco Expo Asia (28-31 Oct) fosters 
green business relationships. The fair is held concurrently with the Building 
Material & Hardware Fair (28-30 Oct), which is a one-stop solution for sourcing 
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materials and tools for construction. The Printing & Packaging Fair (27-30 April) 
meanwhile offers ample resources for hardware and marketing solutions.     
 
Responding to the buyer trend of placing frequent but smaller orders, particularly in 
ASEAN emerging markets, the HKTDC launched the Small-Order Zone last year. 
The initiative, which allows buyers to order in small quantities, received the UFI 
Marketing Award 2013, for helping buyers and exhibitors to expand their business 
and remain competitive. 
 
Supported by a combination of international quality exhibitors and buyers, HKTDC 
fairs offer a one-stop marketing and sourcing platform, and represent prime 
opportunities for traders to gather the latest market intelligence. “I trust Hong Kong-
Cambodian relations will continue to grow, and we look forward to seeing more 
Cambodian importers and distributors using our trading platform to tap business 
opportunities in the coming years.” Mr. Chau said. 
 
Media Enquiries 
Please contact the HKTDC Ho Chi Minh City Office: 
Shirley Wong 
Tel: (84)-8-38235883 E-mail:  shirley.sw.wong@hktdc.org 
 
About the HKTDC 
A statutory body established in 1966, the Hong Kong Trade Development Council 
(HKTDC) is the international marketing arm for Hong Kong-based 
traders, manufacturers and service providers. With more than 40 global offices, 
including 12 on the Chinese mainland, the HKTDC promotes Hong Kong as a 
platform for doing business with China and throughout Asia. The HKTDC also 
organises trade fairs and business missions to connect companies with 
opportunities in Hong Kong and on the mainland, while providing information 
via trade publications, research reports and online. For more information, please 
visit: www.hktdc.com. 
Follow us on  Google+  Twitter @hktdc  LinkedIn 
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