
 
 

HKTDC international trade fairs open up enormous business opportunities  
for Vietnamese companies 

 
Hanoi – 5 January, 2012 Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) is always on the 
lookout for new markets and business opportunities to upkeep a remarkable momentum. Under 
the unstable global economic climate, the focus on emerging markets is growing more intense. 
Mr. Johnny Wan, Senior Exhibitions Manager of the HKTDC, has started 3-day visit in Vietnam 
to forge deeper trade links between Vietnam and Hong Kong. 
 
“Despite the economic crisis in Europe and the US, the emerging markets leap forward with a 
relatively strong buying power. In 2011, HKTDC fairs attracted over 632,000 buyers from 191 
countries and regions. In particular, we witnessed a shift of growing buyers from emerging 
markets, which recorded a 4% increase over 2010. The Chinese mainland, having over 140,000 
quality buyers, shows a remarkable double-digit growth (15%).” Wan said. With the 
establishment of China-ASEAN Free Trade Area (CAFTA) in 2010, trade ties between ASEAN 
countries1 and the Chinese mainland further deepened. “The CAFTA boosts intra-regional trade 
and promotes economic integration, in which Vietnamese companies can take advantage of our 
trade platforms to meet quality Chinese buyers for more businesses,” he continued.  
 
A bright emerging market with great potentials 
The latest economic growth of Vietnam has been robust and the Vietnamese government is 
expecting an average annual growth rate of 7% in 2011-2015. In 2010, Vietnam’s export and 
import showed impressive growth. Vietnam’s export grew 26% whilst import gained 20% in 
2010 over 2009. With the relatively cheap labour cost, low cost of land use and a large pool of 
young workforce, Vietnam has emerged as a competitive base for labour-intensive production. 
Better income of people as a result leads to a surge of the local people’s spending power, and 
that in turn rising consumerism and modernizing retail channels.  
 
Hong Kong as an ideal launch pad for Vietnamese companies to go global 
For the 17th consecutive year, Hong Kong ranks as the world’s freest economy in the 2011 Index 
of Economic Freedom. And it continues to be Asia’s 2nd largest and the world’s 3rd largest FDI 
recipient. The free trade policy, competitive tax regime, respect for property rights, flexible 
labour market, and efficient financial regulatory framework all make Hong Kong an international 
trade hub. Adding to these advantages is Hong Kong’s enviable geographic location at the heart 
of Asia and the gateway to the Chinese mainland, enabling Hong Kong to be the prime facilitator 
for Vietnamese firms to connect with international and mainland markets. 
 
Vietnam is an important trading partner of Hong Kong. In the first 10 months of 2011, the total 
bilateral trade reached US$6.6 billion, up 32%, which is much better than the growth rate of 
Hong Kong’s trade with ASEAN countries1 in general (11%). In particular, total export between 
Vietnam and Hong Kong jumped 36%.  

                                                 
1 ASEAN countries refer to Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam.  



  
HKTDC as an effective business facilitator to offer integrated trade promotion solution  
With the extensive network supported by over 40 global offices, HKTDC, an international 
marketing platform for traders, has various services to facilitate trade. HKTDC online 
marketplace (www.hktdc.com) and the 15 specialized HKTDC product magazines with both 
printed and ipad editions are effective ways to link up millions of suppliers and buyers. Equally 
important is the HKTDC trade fairs, which facilitate face-to-face interaction amongst suppliers 
and buyers. Hosting over 30 trade fairs in Hong Kong every year, 10 of which are the largest of 
their kind in Asia and three of which are the largest in the world (Hong Kong Gifts & Premium 
Fair, Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair and Hong Kong Electronics Fair (Autumn Edition)).  
 
To keep pace with the technology trend, HKTDC have pioneered various new initiatives to give 
extra value to suppliers and buyers. The newly launched Quick Response (QR) technology 
instantly connects exhibitors and buyers and facilitates information exchange simply by scanning 
the QR codes at the booths with smartphones or tablets. The mobile phone app, HKTDC, and the 
HKTDC Product Appgazine further makes sourcing effortless. 
 
HKTDC fairs as perfect place to market and source products and services  
Garment and textiles are the major export industries of Vietnam. In the first five months of 2011, 
Vietnam’s garment and textile products export reached US$5.1 billion, up 36% year-on-year. 
Asia’s largest Hong Kong Fashion Week for Fall/Winter (16-19 January 2012) is thus an 
ideal trading platform for Vietnamese companies to promote their clothing. From 2009 to 2011, 
the number of Vietnamese buyers almost tripled. Figures also show that Hong Kong export of 
cotton fabrics and woven increased by 17% in the first 10 months of 2011 
 
Light industrial and handicrafts continues to have a large share of Vietnam’s total export. Asia’s 
largest Hong Kong Houseware Fair (20-23 April 2012) has attracted an average of 40 
exhibitors from Vietnam each year since 2009 and we believe Vietnamese companies will find 
infinite business opportunities at the fairground. The world’s largest Hong Kong Gifts and 
Premium Fair (27-30 April 2012) has over 4,000 exhibitors, which is another trading platform 
for Vietnam’s handicraft industry to gain exposure and expand business.  
 
We also see a growing export trend of computer-related items from Hong Kong to Vietnam. In 
the first 10 months of 2011, the exports of computers and telecommunications equipment & parts 
went up 158% and 23% year-on-year. International ICT Expo (13-16 April 2012) which 
features products and services related to information technology is one of the most suitable 
places for Vietnamese traders. 
 
Vietnam’s blooming economy eventually enhances people’s quality of life, and one of the most 
significant contributors is good healthcare infrastructure. Hong Kong International Medical 
Devices and Supplies Fair is a sourcing platform for cutting-edge medical technology, hospital 
equipment and personal hygiene suppliers etc, will run from 7 to 9 May this year.   
 
“With a good mix of international exhibitors and buyers, our fairs allow Vietnamese traders 
market their own brands, source products, gather market intelligence and, most important of all, 
make alliances and develop business in Asia and beyond,” Wan concluded. 
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